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1 Corinthians 3:1-4 (NASB) 

1 And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to 
men of flesh, as to infants in Christ. 

2 I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to 
receive it. Indeed, even now you are not yet able, 

3 for you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy and strife among you, 
are you not fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men? 

4 For when one says, “I am of Paul,” and another, “I am of Apollos,” are 
you not mere men?
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1 And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual 
men, but as to men of flesh, as to infants in Christ. 

Spiritual -  πνευματικός pneumatikos

Flesh - σάρκινος sarkinos

Infants - νήπιος nēpios

Made of flesh (kinos) 

Spiritual characteristics

2 I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not 
yet able to receive it. Indeed, even now you are not yet able, 

Milk: Approach with caution. Too much change in your worldview will cause 
offence.

Solid food: Maturity and the ability to think like a “Kingdom citizen”

www.everynationgent.org

 of 
3 4



21 February 2021 Sermon Title    Messy Church: 1 Cor 3:1-4 

3 for you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy and 
strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not 
walking like mere men?

Still fleshly: Just because you are a christian does not mean you have a 
Christlike Character. This takes intentional discipleship

Jealousy and strife: Signs of selfishness and immaturity

4 For when one says, “I am of Paul,” and another, “I am of 
Apollos,” are you not mere men?

Political and denominational division is immature

Christ is your foundation

You will be judged by God, not people or institutions. 
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