
 

 
 

1. God  

2. Past  

3. Heart 

4. Life 

5. Silence 
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Sources of wisdom 
 

Who is wise and understanding among you?  

By his good conduct let him show his works 

 in the meekness of wisdom.  

 

But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts,  

do not boast and be false to the truth.  

This is not the wisdom that comes down from above,  

but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic.  

For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist,  

there will be disorder and every vile practice.  

 

But the wisdom from above is first pure, 

 then peaceable, gentle, open to reason,  

full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere.  

And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace  

by those who make peace. 

James 3:13-18 
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Worldly Wisdom Godly Wisdom 
Earthly  From Above 

Unspiritual Pure 

Demonic Peaceable 

Jealousy Gentle 

Selfish ambition Open to reason 

 Full of mercy 

 Good fruits 

 Impartial and sincere 

 Righteousness & peace 
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Transgression vs iniquity 
 

Woe to those who call evil good 

and good evil, 

who put darkness for light 

and light for darkness, 

who put bitter for sweet 

and sweet for bitter! 

Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes, 

and shrewd in their own sight! 

Isaiah 5:20-21 (ESV)  

 

Transgression  1

 
_______________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________ 
 
 
Iniquity  2

_______________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________ 

1 Rebelling against what you know is right.  Willfully behaving wrongly. 
2 Behaving against God’s moral principles but thinking you are behaving 
correctly.  Twisting moral truth. 
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Voices from life  3

 
World 
 
_______________________________________  4

 
 
Flesh 
 
_______________________________________  5

 
 
Devil 
 
_______________________________________  6

 
 

Application 
Sounds from heaven 

Sounds from the past 

Sounds from your heart 

3 Ephesians 1:1-3;  Mark 4:1-20;  Matt 13:1-13;  Luke 8:4-10 
4 Culture, media, academia, etc. 
5 Temptations, lack of discipline, offense, etc. 
6 Deceptions, spiritual forces, curses, etc. 
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